
CLAY COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOLS

Exceptional 
Student Education 



ESE by the Numbers 

● Approximately 11,000 students 
○ Ages 3 - 21

■ Child Find obligation

● 13 eligibility areas
● 43 district managed schools

○ 544 ESE Teachers
○ 554 ESE Assistants

● 4 charter schools / 13 private schools 
● Home School Students



ESE Processes 
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● Federal Law - Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)

● State Statutes and corresponding rules

● Clay County Policies and Procedures 



ESE Processes 
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● Federal Law- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
○ Children and youth ages 3 through 21 receive special 

education and related services under IDEA Part B.
○ “Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no 

way diminishes the right of individuals to participate in or 
contribute to society. Improving educational results for 
children with disabilities is an essential element of our 
national policy of ensuring equality of opportunity, full 
participation, independent living, and economic self-sufficiency 
for individuals with disabilities.”



Remember, 
students with 

disabilities 
are GENERAL 
EDUCATION 

students first.
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ESE Processes 
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● State Statutes and corresponding rules
○ In providing for the education of exceptional students… shall 

utilize the regular school facilities and adapt them to the needs 
of exceptional students to the maximum extent appropriate. 
To the extent appropriate, students with disabilities, … shall be 
educated with students who are not disabled. Segregation of 
exceptional students shall occur only if the nature or severity 
of the exceptionality is such that education in regular classes 
with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be 
achieved satisfactorily.



ESE Processes 
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● State Statutes and corresponding rules
○ Eligibility/ Evaluation: 

■ A student may not be given special instruction or services 
as an exceptional student until after he or she has been 
properly evaluated and found eligible as an exceptional 
student in the manner prescribed by rules of the State 
Board of Education.



ESE Processes 
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● Clay County Policies and Procedures 
○ Policies and Procedures Manual 

■ Approved by the FLDOE
■ Adopted by the School Board 

○ Individualized Education Plans 
■ At least annually 
■ Amendments when needed or requested 
■ Re-evaluation at least every 3 years 
■ Interim Reports to show progress towards goals 
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Proficiency for Students with Disabilities

Assessment Increase in proficiency over 4 years

English Language Arts 8%

Mathematics 12%

Science 7%

Algebra 1 22%

Geometry 13%

Biology 1 13%

Civics 12%

U.S. History 11%



Celebrations!
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https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7672/urlt/Clay2024.pdf


Department Celebrations!
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Federal Index for Students with 
Disabilities

School Year Increase in Federal Index 

23-24 +4
22-23 Maintained growth 
21-22 +3
20-21 No data from prior year



Celebrations!
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Highest Possible Rating 



High Leverage Practices
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZYBcKwbabDc-unpKOo-LfsN0l_yMWlJq/view?usp=drive_link


ESE Support 
Structures 



Department Structures
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Department Structures
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Support Documentation



Supporting our Schools 
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● Assisting families in transitioning to our District 
● Classroom observations and recommendations
● Problem-solving/ Placement decisions 
● Instructional / School Improvement walks
● Attending high need IEP meetings 
● Training / Coaching in developing IEPs 
● Professional Learning Opportunities 



Supporting School Leaders 
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● ESE Best Practices
● Inclusive Scheduling
● Problem Solving
● Professional Learning
● Collaboration and support with other district 

departments/teams 
● Data Review and Monitoring 
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Professional Learning 
and Collaboration 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHTVhA3qqNWsqGfHBqr6NXUaNXWU1o_c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScQKNdRZ0CLGcjfcIhs5fWmgrPXUHt0Z/view?usp=sharing
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ESE Advisory Council 

ESE Family 
Engagement 

Night
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Questions? 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Remember, students with disabilities are GENERAL EDUCATION students first.  
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23

