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Chris Hixon, Coach Aaron Feis, and 
Coach Scott Beigel Guardian Program

Education Program
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Guardians
• A school district or charter school employee or 

personnel, including teachers, who volunteers to 
serve as a school Guardian in addition to his or her 
official job duties.

• An employee of a school district or a charter school 
who is hired for the specific purpose of serving as a 
school Guardian.
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Why the Guardian Program Was Created

The Marjory Stoneman Douglas public safety 
commission found that having guardians in 

schools is the best way to ensure, highly 
trained personnel are in place to respond 

immediately in the event of a school shooting.
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Establishing the Guardian Program 

On February 14, 2018, a gunman took the lives of 17 
people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida. As a result, the legislature passed a 

bill creating the Chris Hixon, Coach Aaron Feis, and 
Coach Scott Beigel Guardian Program in honor of 

those who gave their lives during this tragedy.
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30.15 Powers, duties, and obligations. 
• Sheriffs are tasked with assisting district school 

boards and charter school governing boards in 
providing access to a Guardian Program to aid in the 
prevention or abatement of active assailant 
incidents on school premises. 

• Any person certified as a school Guardian has no 
authority to act in any law enforcement capacity, 
except to the extent necessary to prevent or abate 
an active assailant incident.
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30.15 Powers, duties, and obligations.
• If a local school board has voted to implement a 

Guardian Program, the Sheriff in that county shall 
establish the program to provide training, either 
directly or through a contract with another Sheriff's 
office that has established a Guardian program. 

• If a charter school governing board wishes to 
implement a Guardian program and the county 
Sheriff denies the request, the governing board may 
contract with a Sheriff in a different county.
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Baker County Guardian Program

“Our community is very thankful 
for these individuals, and their 
dedication to the safety of our 

students and employees.” - former 
Superintendent Sherrie Raulerson
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Pasco County Guardian Program
“It is a phenomenal working 

relationship because we train 
together, our tactics are the same, 
our procedures are the same... and 

if God forbid that worst day 
happens, we are in the best 

possible scenario to protect our 
students and our teachers.” -

Sheriff Nocco
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Suwannee County Guardian Program
“The benefit to our community is 
that, folks in our county realize 

that we are serious about school 
security, and we are serious about 
protecting our students. We have 

had great success with the 
program.” –

Malcolm Hines, School Safety 
Specialist
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Training and Screening Requirements
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Guardian Training
• Each Guardian candidate must complete a 144-

hour training program, consisting of 12 hours of a 
certified nationally recognized diversity training 
and 132 total hours of comprehensive firearm 
safety and proficiency training conducted by 
Criminal Justice Standards and Training 
Commission-certified instructors.

• Though these are the minimum requirements, 
some Sheriffs’ offices may choose to require 
additional hours.
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Statutory Requirements
• Eighty hours of firearms instruction based on the 

Criminal Justice Standards and Training 
Commission’s Law Enforcement Academy training 
model, which must include at least 10 percent but 
no more than 20 percent more rounds fired than 
associated with academy training. Program 
participants must achieve an 85 percent pass rate 
on the firearms training.
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• Eight hours of 
instruction in defensive 
tactics. 

• Four hours of 
instruction in legal 
issues. 

• Sixteen hours of 
instruction in precision 
pistol.

• Eight hours of 
discretionary shooting 
instruction using state-
of-the-art simulator 
exercises.  

• Sixteen hours of 
instruction in active 
shooter or assailant 
scenarios. 

Statutory Requirements
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Screening
• Candidates must pass a psychological evaluation 

administered by a licensed psychologist designated 
by the Department of Law Enforcement and submit 
the results of the evaluation to the Sheriff's office.

• Submit to and pass an initial drug test and 
subsequent random drug tests in accordance with 
the statutory requirements and the Sheriff's office.

• Successfully complete ongoing training, weapon 
inspection, and firearm qualification on at least an 
annual basis.
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Certification
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• Training shall be provided by a Sheriff's office once 
the district school board and Sheriff's office 
approve implementing the Guardian Program.

• The Sheriff shall issue a school Guardian certificate 
to individuals who meet the statutory 
requirements. 

• The Sheriff shall maintain documentation of 
weapon and equipment inspections, as well as the 
training, certification, inspection, and qualification 
records of each school Guardian appointed by the 
Sheriff.
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Recertification
• Guardians must be recertified on an annual basis. 

Any expenses incurred by the Sheriff's office to 
facilitate recertification are eligible for 
reimbursement by the FDOE using Guardian 
Program grant funds.

• Recertification requirements are determined by the 
Sheriff’s office responsible for the initial 
certification, in conjunction with the Department of 
Law Enforcement.
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